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Israelis’ Assurances
On Spying Welcomed

‘No Evidence’ of Activity Beyond Pollard’s

By Don Oberdorfer
Washington Post Staf Weitee

The State Department said yes-

terday that it “welcomes and ac-
cepts’ Israeli government assur-
ances_that no_espio i i

carried out on its behalf against the
United States, adding that the U.S,
government has “no evidence” of an
Israeli spy ring here beyond that

exposed in the Jonathan Jay Pollard _

case,
Department spokesman Bernard
Kalb said yesterday’s statement on
Israeli spying here, following Pol-
lard’s guilty plea on espionage
charges last Wednesday and an Is-
raeli statement Sunday, “reflects
the view of all elements of the ad-
ministration,” evidently through a
high-level clearance process.
However, two Justice Depart-
ment spokesmen said that Kalb's

statement that “no evidence” exists

of a wider spy ring may be prema-
ture and it would be inappropriate
to comment on that aspect until the
investigation is completed.

Officials at the State and Jystice
departments indicated that U.S.
investigators wish to find out mare
about Brig. Gen. Aviem Sella,
named in U.S. court documents last
week as an unindicted coconspira-
tor in the Pollard case, and another
Israeli named in court documents
only as “Uz.”

Investigators from Washington
did not know of the involvement of
Sella or “Uzi” when they inter-
viewed other Israeli figures in the
case late last year, officials said.

“Israel has cooperated in accor-

dance with the terms of its arrange-
ment with the Department of Jus-
tice,” Kalb told reporters. In an im-
plicit rebuke to indications of dis-
satisfaction from some U.S. offi-
cials, Kalb added that “quotes from
unidentified sources are entitled to
no weight, and these and other un-
informed statements do not-repre-
sent the administration’s view.”, -

Under questioning from report-
ers, Kalb would not say whether he
intended to criticize FBI Director
William H. Webster, who said last
week that Israel had given only “se-
lective cooperation” in the investi-
gation of Poltard.

In a statement after a meeting of
his cabinet Sunday, Israeli Prime
Minister Shimon Peres denounced
attempts to “foul the atmosphere®
between Washington and Jerusalem
and said his government is com-
mitted to continue “sincere coop-
eration” in investigating the case.
The Israeli_government has said

that the spy ring that paid for and
réceived highly classified U.S. doc-
uments ﬁm Pollard was not au-
thorized by the government,

Kalb speke approvingly of Israel’s
“renewed pledge of cooperation
with the investigation of the re-
maining issues in the Pollard case.”
He said in a prepared statement
that “we expect such cooperation”
in view of close U.S.-Israeli rela-
tions. He added that “the indict-
ment and successful prosecution [of
Pollard] was made possible through
the cooperation of the government
of Israel.”

Staff writer Joe Pichirallo
contributed to this report.
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